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Division 56:  Country High Schools Hostels Authority, $5 848 000 - 
Mr A.J. Dean, Chairman. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter, Minister for Education and Training. 

Mr J. Hopkins, Director. 

Mr P. Albert, Director General, Department of Education and Training. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  On page 927 the fifth major initiative listed for 2003-04 refers to the redevelopment of 
the Narrogin Residential College.  Stage one has kicked off, and is great.  Has any commitment been made to 
proceed with subsequent stages?  Does the minister have any idea when they may be considered?   

Mr HOPKINS:  This is Narrogin stage 1.  It is a significant project that involves more than $7 million.  A master 
plan is being developed now for the future development of that college.  However, no specific schedule has been 
prepared for the components of the extra stages.  Some revisions have been made to the master plan mainly 
because the original master plan, which required some refurbishment of the facilities, has not been proceeded 
with.  Instead, some of those older works are being replaced with new facilities.  When the costings were done, it 
became evident that it would be sensible to replace them with new rather than old facilities.  That changed the 
master plan.  By the next budget, it will be back in shape for the future development of that college.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Do agricultural colleges come under the CHSHA?  

Mr HOPKINS:  No.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The third major achievement for 2002-03 on page 927 refers to the review of the authority and 
on the same page, the first major initiative for 2003-04 refers to the development of the strategic plan following 
the machinery of government review.  When will the Government respond to the recommendations?  Will he 
table the review and the recommendations?  What outcomes are likely as a result of the review?   

Mr ALBERT:  The review is completed.  We are in the process of advising the minister on how we can 
implement the recommendations.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Will it be tabled?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have no objection to the tabling of the review.  I see no reason why that cannot be 
done.  I will provide it by supplementary information.  

[Supplementary Information No A36.]  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  What changes are likely as a result of the review?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We are working through the implementation stage now?   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Does the authority wish to follow a general direction?  Should we know of any significant 
changes?   

Mr ALBERT:  The recommendations are general.  They deal with the importance of ensuring parental input in 
the management of the colleges, local decision making and looking at the whole question of residential care in 
colleges and perhaps across other facilities that do not necessarily come under the responsibility of the Country 
High Schools Hostels Authority.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Is it intended to keep the authority as a separate agency with its own board?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  As I recall, the recommendation of the functional review was that it remain as a separate 
entity.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Will it have its own board?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  As I recall, yes.  I do not believe there is any move to change that.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  On page 924 the first significant issue and trend refers to an increase in the number of 
students eligible for boarding allowances and looking for accommodation.  Does the budget provide for any 
increase in the state government boarding away-from-home allowance.  If so, how much is it?   

Mr HOPKINS:  Yes, it does.  I do not have the exact figure with me because that allowance is provided by the 
Department of Education and Training.  It is tied to CPI.  It was increased in line with CPI last year and it will be 
increased again next year.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Representations were made by the WA Farmers Federation, I think a couple of years 
ago, and from parent groups and parents as individuals about the cost of boarding at government schools and the 
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need for additional assistance etc.  The Government provides assistance.  The boarding fees, inclusive of GST on 
meals per student, will be increased from $6 965 in 2003 to $7 200 in 2004.  This represents an increase of 3.3 
per cent against the CPI, or $235.  The cost to parents will be offset by an increase to government and state 
boarding allowances for isolated students, which currently total $5 024 per student.  As a consequence, the actual 
cost to parents next year, after allowances, will be approximately $50 a week, based on the 40-week school year, 
compared with $48.53 a week in 2003.  For parents who receive a means tested additional allowance, which 
currently amounts to $1 016 a year, it is estimated that the cost in 2004 for parents per student will be just under 
$29 a week.  The commonwealth assistance for isolated students boarding allowance is adjusted annually in 
accordance with increases in the CPI.  The adjustments for 2004 will not be known until November 2003.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The last major achievement for 2002-03 listed on page 927 refers to the authority’s 
review and revision of its enrolment, student transport and aquatic activities policies.  Will the minister detail 
any key findings and explain any changes that might result from that review?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That was the question the member for Darling Range asked.  I will provide a copy of 
the review as per my commitment by way of supplementary information.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  On page 927, the sixth major achievement for 2002-03 refers to a costed master plan for the 
redevelopment of the Albany Residential College, which was completed in November 2002.  No funding is 
shown for the actual work.  Can the minister provide some information about when that is intended and the 
expected total cost of the redevelopment?  

[3.10 pm] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Albany Residential College was built to accommodate 72 students, and now 
accommodates 111.  Thirty-five students are accommodated in transportable accommodation, and that has been 
the case since 1995.  There is pressure to expand the capacity of the college to meet the student demand.  In 1995 
the decision was made to allow students from non-government schools to use the facility, which has placed a 
degree of pressure on it.  One of the temporary units is a 12-bed demountable accommodation unit provided by 
the Catholic Education Commission.  The number of non-government students in the facility is in excess of 20.  
The pressure has been created by an act of generosity in 1995.  The pressure on the hostel for expansion of 
accommodation has come to my attention within the past six months, although it was clearly an issue of which I 
was not aware prior to that.  In the past six months, various members of Parliament, including the member for 
Albany and one of the members of the upper House, have brought the matter to my attention and urged me to 
make sure that funding was available.  A master plan done in November 2002 costed the expansion plans at 
$6.1 million, which is a substantial amount of money.  The anticipation is that the first $500 000 of that amount 
will be expended in 2005-06, and the balance thereafter.  That is the best I can provide in the way of 
implementation lines at the moment.  An allocation in the forward estimates is shown on page 928 for the 
expenditure of the first $500 000 in 2005-06 and a further $4.7 million in 2006-07. 

There is a related issue that is not necessarily clear in the Budget Statements.  I refer to the Katanning hostel.  
One of the reasons there has been more pressure on Albany than it has been able to accommodate comfortably is 
that the Katanning hostel is under-utilised to a very large degree.  I am keen to have a look at Katanning and see 
what we can do there, because I have the feeling, based on anecdotal information, that some students going to 
Albany might be better accommodated at Katanning.  Some 10 or so years ago there was a problem with a staff 
member at Katanning, and a subsequent decline in numbers.  It has become a less attractive option than it should 
be.  I want to see what can be done about Katanning.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I am happy to work with the minister on that.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It used to be a very good facility.  

The appropriation was recommended.  
 


